Setting Up Your First Blog
brought to you by Vic Bilson

http://www.vicbilson.com

So you have finally decided to take the plunge and create your first blog, don’t worry this
is not as difficult as it might sound. This short guide will help take you through the
process and result in you having your own blog ready to be filled with content.

Step One: Choosing a Free or Paid Blog

If you are setting up a blog for your business then it will be worth your while to get a paid
blog. All this actually means is that you will be purchasing your own domain name and
opening up a hosting account for your blog.

If you just want a personal blog you can opt for a free method by using a service such as
blogger dot com. The downside to this is that you could run the potential of waking up
one morning and your blog has been shut down. This does happen so this is just a word
of warning.

For the purpose of this report we will follow the paid method and create a blog using
Wordpress.



http://www.vicbilson.com/

Step Two: Choosing a Domain Name

You will need to purchase a domain name for your new blog. This could be your name at
dot com or something to describe your business. A domain name will run you around
$10 and can be purchased at:
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To save some money you can try doing a quick search for coupon codes which will help
get you a cheaper price at final checkout.
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Step Three: Setting Your Name Servers

To do this you will need to login to your godaddy account or the account associated with
your domain name.

Click on My Account — Domain Manager and then place a check against your domain
name. Look to the right and you will see where it says Name servers and click on this
tab.
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This will open up the next screen:

Set Nameservers

If you are hosting your Weh site with us (you have a hosting account with us
domain) or wou wwant to Park or Forward your domain, vwe will automatically s¢
far you.

O | weant to park my domains.

O | weant to forward my domains.

O | have a hosting account with these domains.
@ | have gpecific nameservers for my domains.
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After hitting ok your domain will now be redirected to your hosting account. This can
take up to twenty four hours to populate but is normally done faster. To get your name
server id’s you will first need to sign up for a hosting account.

Step Four: Hosting Account

Again there are several hosting accounts that you can use. | prefer to use GVO as they
allow you to pay a monthly fee that also includes an income opportunity attached. Some
hosting companies offer cheaper rates but don’t include the additional web marketing
services included in a GVO account. Right now you can get a HostThenProfit account
at GVO that allows you to host up to 4 different domains for as low as $19.97.

After creating an account for your domain, use the information provided to set your
name servers above.



http://retirequickly.hostthenprofit.com/
http://retirequickly.gogvo.com/

Step Five: Installing Wordpress

Create your account and then login to your cpanel. You will see a page like this:
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Click on the Fantastico button above and you will be come to this page:
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Click on Wordpress and then New Installation on the following screen.
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In the next section fill out the details as prompted

Installation location

Install on |
domain

directory

Leave ermpty to install in the root directory of the dorain (access
exarmple: http:/fdarmain).

Enter only the directary narme to install in a directary (for

htip:/ /domain /name/ enter name only). This directory SHOULD
MOT exist, it will be autormnatically created!

Admiin access data
Adrninistratar- I:l
username

(you need

thiz to enter

the protected

adrmin area)

Password I:l
[you need

thiz to enter

the protected
adrmin area)

Base configuration

adrnin | |
nicknarme

Adrnin e-rmail
[your email |

address)

Site name | |

Cescription | |

Install WordPrass

The system will then tell you to bookmark your login information. Choose the option to
email the information to yourself and then simply save it into a folder in your email

account.




Step Six: Logging Into Your Wordpress Account

Open up your email from wordpress and click on the admin link to your site:

@WORDPRESS

lJsername

Password

O rermember Me

Lost your password?

You will now be at your dashboard and it will look similar to this screenshot.
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So far you have successfully installed wordpress onto your hosting account. The next

step is to install a theme and then add content to your site. On the left hand side under
appearance click on themes.
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This will take you to a page which says Manage Themes. Wordpress comes with some
basic themes which work very well. For now it is best to use one of these themes but
you can always search for other free themes later on and install them in the same way.




Available Themes

Twenty Eleven 1.2 by the WordPress team

The 2001 theme for WordPress s sophisticated, lightveight, and
adaptabie Make it vours with & clstorm menu, header Image, and
Dackground — then go further with availzbiz theme opdions for iight
ar cfark color schame, custorm link colors, and three favout cholces.
Twanty Efavan comeas equinped with a Showease page template that
franaforms wour frant page into & showease fo show off Lolr Dest
content, widget support galore (sidebar, three footer areas, and a
Showease page widget area), and & custom "Ephemera” widget io
cligplay vour Aside, Link, Quole, or Status posts. Inciuded are styles
for print and for the admin editor, support for featured Images (as
custom headar images oh posts and pages ahd 25 large images on
featured “sticky” posts), ahd special styies for s diferent post
formats.

Activate | Preview | Delete

I nfthis theme's filrs are Incater in - Mhemes Mwentvel even

The newest the ordpress is their 2011 theme. To install your new theme just
click on the Acti utton at the bottom. To see what your theme looks like at any time
just click on the name of your blog, above the words mange theme while holding the
CTRL key.

If you now look under the appearance theme you will see that some new choices have
been installed.

&l Appearance
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Theme Options
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Header

Editar




Clicking on the Theme Options will bring up options for installing a header. If you click on
headers you will see that there are some preinstalled headers which you can use for
now.

Ifyou don't want to upload your own image, voud can use one ofthese cool headers, or show a random one.

(& Random: Show a different image on each page.

e

Select which header you would like to use for now and click on Save Changes. You can
always come back and upload a new header of your choice. This theme actually tells
you the size so if you have some create one then you can give them these dimensions
1000 x 288 pixels.

Clicking on the background will allow you to change the color behind your blog, you can
experiment with this to get a look that suits your blog.

The next area that you want to make a few changes to is under the Settings tab in your
dashboard.
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General Tab: this is where you can add your email address and the correct time zone.
Select the date and time formats that you wish to display on your blog.

If you have a blog which is a store then you may wish not to show the date. To do this
simply select the custom box and erase the F j Y letters. This removes the date without

messing around with coding.

Reading Tab: this is where you select how you want your content to display. You want to
decide if your blog is more of a static website than a general blog where the latest post

will appear first.
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To have your posts display as a blog then just leave the settings the way they are. To
create a static page you will need to do the following first.

Go back to your dashboard and click on Pages, delete the default page and then click
on create new. You are going to create two pages.

1. Home

2. Blog
3 Jetpack Add New Page Screen Options Hel
* Posts

B Media Your Jetpack is almost ready — Connect to WordPress.com to enable all features.
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After naming the page hit publish and then repeat the process for the second page.

Next you will return to the reading page and make the following changes:




Front page displays

Blog pages show at most

Syndication feeds show the most
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Your blog is now set up to have a static home page.

—

Let’s go back to the Settings Tab and the next one you want to check is the privacy tab.
Insure that the box which says to make your website visible to everyone is checked.

Otherwise no one will ever find your blog!

Next go into the Permalinks setting and make the following change:

You want to use the custom structure feature and use the following permalink:

/%postname %/

There are variations to this and some people prefer to use this one:

/%post_id%/%postname%!/

Both will work and this allows your category to be displayed in the URL of your post

which helps for SEO purposes.




Common settings

O Default http: //bestplacetobuybeads. com/?p=122
ODay and narme http: / fbestplacetobuyheads . com/ 2811 /87,26 /s ample- post /
O honth and name http: s ibestplacetobuybeads. comi 2811 /a7, sanple- post £
O Mumetic http: f/bestplacetobuybeads. comiarchives /123
® Custom Structure Fpostnamey,
Optional

Ifyou like, vou may enter custormn structures foryour category and tag URLs here. For example, using topic:
these hlank the defaults will he used.

Categary base

Tag base

Save Changes

Adding Content to Your Site
You are now ready to go back to your home page and add content to your site.

Simply click on pages then click on edit home page and this will open up in your
dashboard.
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Then add your content to your page. Before publishing your page you will want to add a
category to assign this content to.




Categories

All Categories  Most Uszed

Buying Beads
[J Uncategorized

+ Add New Category

When you are happy with your content you are ready to hit publish and your blog is now

officially open for business. Congratulations!

Some other things you will want to do are to go back into your dashboard and visit the
Widgets area. This is where you can have various items displayed on your blog such as
recent posts, links, a search box and more. You simply drag the widget to where you

want it to display and hit save.

Available Widgets

DOrag widgets from here lo a sidebar onthe nghtto activate them. Orag widgels back here to deactivale them and deiete ther settings.

Archives Calendar Catenories

Amanthly archive of your site's posts A calendar of your site’s posts Alistor dropdown of categories
Custorn Menu Links Meta

Use this widgetto add one af your custarn wour blogral Log infout, admin, feed and WordPress
menus as a widget links

Paues Recent Comments Recent Posts

Your gite's WordPress Pages The most recent comments The mostrecent posts on your site
RSS Search Tan Cloud

Entries from any RSS or Atom feed A search form for your site “rour most used tagefh cloud format
Text Twenty Eleven Ephemera

Arhitrary text or HTML Use this widget {o list your recent Aside,

Status, Quote, and Link posts

Main Sidebar
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Footer Area Three
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Plugins
Plugins are pieces of software that add features to your word press blog. There are

ones that help your page be found by the search engines. Then there are those that will
add a contact page to your site.

Some common plugins you might wish to use are:
e Allin One SEO
e Contact Form 7
e Google XML SiteMap
e Easy Privacy Policy — need this to confirm to Google Policies
e WP DB Backup — creates a weekly backup of your site which is emailed to you

e Share This & Sexy Bookmarks allow readers to share your posts via social sites

You will now have a good foundation for your blog and as you learn more you can easily
come back and make changes. For now it is important to add content regularly to your
blog.

Home

CATEGORIES
The Very Best Place to Buy Beads = Buying Beads

Posted on July 26, 2011
RECENT POSTS

= The Very Best Place to Buy
Beads

If you spend any time at all making jewelry or accessories with heads, then you are
probably looking for one of the best places o0 buy heads. Marny people tend to forget that it
is now possible to buy beads online and this is something that you shouldn't overlook. In
fact you can purchase the same beads that you would purchase locally but at a much
hetter price
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